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.ojaia aTJf OKA Hieii mht 'J' 

iiflrf «jd oB-iim adJ moxt bittb ewtt ^rrWist fjKS ; saoq 
,1970 'hIi f[-noh ftboi jtt 'io «■{«'> 9>fflr ol holiTuxfqr 
: t<T8iai 'looq otiJ ifisf t)H fi»i(i'« io lylmtd yili (»> 
r. ot lei Jb^Jsofl ^oaoi ii m <wol giii^d t»bi) «<d} iiid 
>^fjhx.flq9i Rffw i?«rfrif)!f>c|ffEO^rj « 8T.>fl7/ <>l9»'io feaie: 
■«nu()7 R 't'- ^i-'^HT ^nt«i:;'nf-.^ib sfft pniirnH ..t'>rf- sirf 

^fU/Ija 'Io {Jiti;)3Bif> on obsm «wo iad^o H'j-iblifb 

(^ijpprtunate Manner ^ Uaughter-iod 

-bis ad oelB Jaorn *r bn A. .jleheq adl at o^B isd lo 
' 'THfi' 'ittbjecit df this Utile 'history, Rebecca R us- ; 
eel, was the youngest daughter of a middling farmer 
in Ybrkshitei whfere she was born about the year 
1619. Her life was lotig, and marked with many ' 
particulars, that evince the governing hand of' 
Providence in human aflfaira.;;'^* ^f *« sni.inii;/ ^niyd 

The name of RusseV is iUustfious'aiid aiicifefa't'.' " 
Her father's fatnily had been opulent and indepen- '. 
dent ; ■ but, linfortuiiately for his children, had fallen ' 
into decay ; and he became incapable of providing; 
for thetn until years of maturity. Some became" 
servants in the neighbourhood ; and the youngest, ^ 
the subject of the present narrative, was taken, J 
alntiost as soon as bom, by' a Knight of the Shire, 'j 
who pretended to adopt her for his own ; but being 
very much given to the study of astrology, he soon 
perceived by the planets, that this little girl was . 
borii to a wonderful fortune, and at last to be his''' 
wife. This knowledge disconcerted him so much,*"' 
that, after casting maTiy figures, the whole result ' 
of which was, that it was to come to pass as he 
had at first discovered, he formed the horrid reso- 
lution of drowning the poor little girl. . j,,. 

He rose early one morning to perpetrate his jp^iit- 
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4 THE FISH AND THE RING. 

pose ; and taking the child from the nurse he had 
appointed to take care of it, rode down the river, 
on the border of which he laid the poor mfant ; 
but the tide being low, as it rose, floated her to a 
small creek, where a poor fisherman was repairing 
his net. Hearing the distressing cries of a young 
child, he looked round, and quickly took iit up. 
His wife applauded his humanity ; and not hanng 
children of her own made no difficulty of taking 
care of it. Time endeared the child so to the 
honest couple, that they brought her up, giving 
her such learning as their scanty means would 
allow, and at the age of eleven years, she could 
knit, dress fish, and do household-work, with a^ 
of her age in the parish. And it must also be ad- 
ded, that she was wonderfully faip, and could read 

her psalter; , 

Eleven years hadelapsedsmce the honest hsherr-j 

man found this child upon the same element as thel 
Princess Pharaoh found the infant Moses, wheo*.. 
being drinking at an inn near the Ouse Bridge wit^l 
some gentlemen, this little girl was sent by her 
mother, as she had been taught to call her, to fetch 
her father home from the meeting. Among theg^fc 
gentlemen was the cruel Knight spoken of m the,; 
first part of this history, who perceivragthe maiden :: 
to be very likely, asked the fisherman if he wout4;- 
part with her, and he would make a great lady ot 
her When the fisherman had told his story, how- 
he iiad found the child afloat upon the water as lif *, 
was fishing within his own bounds, it brought m 
the Knight's reflection his former transaction i and>. : 
instead of relenting, he formed another resolution 
to destroy her, if possible; md how to.acaomplisll.. 
this .design was now his earnest intent, -a'fJs ,imb 

- "Then spake the KnigM, and unto him he sai(Sy/ rfoul*? f C' 
''■' " If you will part with this sweet lovely raaid, ,. .,f>. .„ f.,. ,.1 

"-.I'll aive you whatever your heart can devise, ■ - ■ • - • - 
" " For I see she to honors and riches may rise. 

Th« fisherman refused at first tl^^,, Right's pro- 
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posal ; but, upon consulting his wife, ait last agreed ; 
urged thereto, no doubt, by their p,aof^ess of cir- 
cumstances. ..,, .fj.. 

The Knight having her now in his power, dres- 
sed her up very costly and fine, and made his 
acquaintance believe he was going to do every 
thing for her that he declared. For about a month, 
or so, he behaved with much regard and generosity, 
Ijpth to the poor child and to her foster-father and 
mother ; paying their rent, which was in arrears, 
and giving him a new boat, with two sets of sails, 
and all sorts of fishing tackle ; enough to make 
him as substantial a fisherman as any in the whole 
county of York.. The planets were again consult- 
ed, and were found as at first ; and Sir John de- 
termined once more to put her away in a surer 
njanner than he had done before. The silly man 
foolishly thought that he could thwart the designs 
of heaven : but there is a fate in human affairs, 
and what is to be, shall be ; nor is it in man to 
order according to his will; "That blindness to 
the future kindly given," should not be so arro- 
gantly peeped into as these astrologers thitik ; for 
f^j^.^ery moral poet observes, 

,.„ r f' , " The lamb, thy riot dooms to bleed to day, 

a ^■'''- " Had he thy reason, would he sfeip and play ? 
f'/.tru/J.' '' Pleas'd to the last, he crops his flowr'y food, 
■ ■• . " And licks the hand just rais'd to shed his blood." 

Therefore, presumptuous is that man that en- 
deavours to learn, and afterwards attempts to 
defeat, the high purposes of heaven ; but^ after all, 
the ways of Providence are past finding put. This 
|jcp|^^ illustrates the ;above maxim. 

" Who reasons otherwise, betrays his sense, 

," And raises laughter at his own expence." ,^, 

,, This Kiiight had a brother in Lancashire, a inau 
of substance. To him he sends this girl, with a 
man-servant of his, chi3^rged with a letter, directing 
his said brother how to dispose of the child; but 
^^ the way, as they chanced to. put up at an inn 
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Q rill' i'i=!ii A"^!* '^'"^ RING. 

«;, fhf^ vmi\ a thiH- broke in, and com'inu into the 

:: a lookout t^oloti.MU.Knig..Jm.-^^ 
had written to Id. bvot\.^r, .ontamnm ^- ; '-'^^:^ ^ 
for thp "it-rs Uam.hmcm and .U-n,ic on. Ite 
S -ef. pliant vonn^ ^^ll.w, lond of irohc and u 
& d n- what .ol-t of un c-rnai<l the .'Tvant w.s ^^^nt 
a «^'inm.dlat.lc wrote unothor lottor quite con- 
r^u! the intent. .d^^ning of Jehr^t,.^^^^ 

mending her as fol!o-^V'S '•— j ,^^ ^,. j. j^,;^! ,^,(;,m,^ haa 

his wav, .md siuVly dcliv.rod hj. charge to th. 

tkls; Returned horn., bear.n, buck ^^ ^J'of the 
testimonial of bis service, .nd a compban(« cf t e 
Knight's brother to do all things acc-ordnm to the 

"^Th^Kni;^^^^^^^^^ thouaht ho had cornpletoly de- 
feated tt power of H.av.n, and that he couhl ^o 

and alwuvB inisora],!. ,vith,_ his foroidaon for. 
lc*iow1ed<>-e of future events. 

Thfn^s remained in this u-ay for ^evon hm,^ y^a3., 
anrin. which .im. Becky Kus.4 .row up to^K- 

of x^alurm, and improvpd .o !---57" ' ^^^^^^^^'J^^ 
lion, that she was t]ie admiratum ot all who knou 

^^The Lancashire Knight .vas .-iricken in yeai-B 
paing woU fo.t,y..fivo an.l hv ^a. n. i . n,an n 
•Lnrthin,^ more 'ban h. ou.ht, n. a ^-> ! ^^^ ^^'^^ 
was t.> hlin. To .otu-n hor .nio a -^^ P^ ^"^ ;:^^ 
hh do.itrs, h^ ma<k. h.T tii.i nl lovo with huse t. 
The praise of her person, her be.mty, .nd her nnnd, 
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'^'ere the sole topics of his conversation. He was 
'& adept in the arts of sophistry snd seduction. 
She a novice in the stratagems of deceit. ,f 

Though iio girl ever possessed more self-denigj 
than Rebecca Russel, or was better calculated to 
support a platoiiic connection, yet she could not 
totally dishke the man who had deluded hor into" 
an admiration of herself; add too, that he was hf.^ 
guardian, and as such claimed the first tribute :of 
her respect and gratitude. She found herself in 
this manner attached to her flatterer without reci- 
procating his passion * and with a mind pure from 
every unchaste emotion, she suflfered hersetlf to he 
deluded into a matrimonial scheme with a man old 
enough to be her father. 

' Just as the day was arriyed for celebrating their 
iriuptials, the Yorkshire Knight arrived at his 
brother's seat in Lancashire ; and was not a little 
surprised to find this maiden, whom the stars had 
portended so fatally, as he thought, to be his wife, 
alive, and so near becoming his kinswoman. At 
first he argued ; he next was downright angry ; 
and at last stormed at his brother, who, when he 
saw the letter which his servant had brought with 
the maid, declared in a moment, it was an impo- 
sition and a: forgery. These two brothers had a 
great altercation ;. and the Yorkshire Knight sue- 
'ceeded at last in suspending the nuptials. 
The stars he now declared once more had 
decreed a different fate for the poor girl ; and 
consulting with I. illy and Gadbury, two noted 
'astrologers and almanac -makers of those daySf 
he took the. fatal resolution again of finding her 
a watery grave, ' " /"■ y /" , .-w '^■n n-r-tih 
For this purpose he toqk her under, a false j^ye- 
teuice to the Bristol waters. Here he h?id tried 
oifteii, and as often- in vain, to put her out of exis- 
terice; iiut every time a strong compunction came 
over his niind, which made him desist. Most of 
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these scenes were acted among St. Vincent's rocks, 
and the last had nearly proved fatal to the Yorkahire 
Kilight ; for a gentleman coming that way, rescued 
her from her cruel oppressor, who, upon his declar- 
ing it uras but an affair of love between the m{:^iden 
and himself, was suffered by the gentleman to go 
without that chastisement he so richly merited. 

This gentleman, whose name was Thomas Elton, 
took Becky home, and, on hearing her relate her 
history, resolved on seeing her delivered from such 
a barbarous oppressor, and unnatural guardian. 

For this purpose he waited on Sir John, the 
^bi-kshire Knight, when they agreed to decide 
their difference by dropping a ring into the sea ; 
with this provision, that whenever Rebecca Russel 
could produce it to the Knight, she should have 
half his estate ; biit while she could not she must 
be content to live in obscurity, and not aspire to 
any thing above a servant's degree- 
'^t Having examined the poesy well round the ring, 
and being satisfied with this singular mode of set- 
tlement, the ring was committed to the sea with 
as tnuch formality, as when the Doge of Venice 
annually weds that element. 

^''^' It was now that the Yorkshire Knight thought 
once more he had defeated the influence of the 
stars ; for it was impossible, in his opinion, that 
the ring could ever come out of the sea, and get.intp 
the girl's possession again ; but in this he was 
mightily mistaken, as will hereafter appear. 
|J":The parties now separated: Sir John retired 
into Yorkshire ; and Becky went home with Mr. 
Elton, at whose house she became as one of his 
family. The flurry occasioned by the bad con- 
duct of Sir John, threw her into a violent fever, 
which for several days threatened her life. Upon 
her recovery, she wrote into Lancashire, but obtain- 
ed no sort of an answer to her letter, as her guar- 
dian was dead. As she recovered by degrees, she 
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appeared both to herself, and to every one who 
saw her, a new being ; her natural complaisancy 
of behaviour began again to reanimate her whole 
frame. Her eyes sparkled with unusual lustre ; she 
scarcely touched the ground as she walked ; and 
the sound of her voice seemed to vie, for musical 
sprightliness, with the mornmg lark. Mr. li^lton 
had some years before allied himself, by marriage, 
to a lady of high birth, whose accomplishments 
mis^ht have embellished the greatest ^scenes, had 
notalove of domesticlife, and a religious cast ^of 
miud, induced her to prefer retirement to the 
splendour of a court ; and Mr. Elton's ior tune was 
just sufficient to enable her topenormher charitieB 
and good offices in the neighbourhood. A 1 the 
leisure hours which her family did;not caU for, 
were spent in duties which afcthat time ladies ot 
the noblest rank exercised, without thinking they 
demeaned their stations; she relieved the mdigent, 
advised with the unfortunate, visited the^sick, and 
browght up her sob Thomas, and two daughters, 
Annaan/Prances, in the same T.ospitable way. 
With these worthy characters, Reb^.cca Russel 
domesticated ; and the agreeableness of her manners 
made her beloved by all who had theJiappmess^of 
her acquaintance. As these two children were the 
sole issue of Mr. and Mrs. Elton, they devoted 
much of their attention to their education; and 
had the comfort to find in their minds so nch a 
soil, that evei^y tiling prospered that was planted i^ 

^ These young folks were nearly of m age wi^h 
Rebecca. They won the admiration of all who 
approached them : arid had, from similitude of man. 
ners, contracted such a warm affection for each 
other, that it seemed as if nature, by forming them 
alike, had prepared them for those effusions oi 
elevated friendship, which the losses ami crosses 
of this world was one day or other to call torth. 
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•m!^ severe^eveBt to ti-y their ^ettiom^^M-m&i 
jery remc*e. Mrs Elton was seized by a sudZ 

Ulnfiss, which in a few days, desolated one of thfe 
liappiest families in the world. . - ; „ . 

Thoraas, and his sister Frmiees; bad the wei^hfr 
of a fathers sorrow added to their own, whiofe 
conipoHed them to conceal much of :their feeli^s, 
great as they were, and to assume a fortitude their 
hearts disavowed. Rebecca was as much aiFeete<i 
teher young friends ; for she had formed a thorotiih 
jespect for the good old lady,, ^hom she had:bein 
toJook on as a mother. As for Mr. Elton, though 
he called m^aid all his philosophy to support to 
self under the loss of his belovfed wife^ yef'Mi^ 
silent sorrow had so risible an efiect=on hisiiealthy 
as to threat^ his life J in addition to. which, hij 
eldest daughteivAnna^ whom he had by a former 
marriage, went astray, notwithstanding her dear 
departed ^mother's admonitions,- and her father's 
advice. This young girf had listened to the in. 
Bi(kmm, blandishing speeches of, a neighbouring: 
nobleman; and at last, about six months after her 
mother 8 death, was missing from h<jme,r having run' 
away, with himv But she was not W gone, ^ 
for she soon returned ; mined, to be sure ; when' 
thejoy of her poor father, on the occasion^ was sol 
great, that he died on the spot. Annans griefs was^ 
so excessive, that, notwithstanding all her brother^ 
and sister could sa^, with Kebecca's meditation, 
3he resigned up her existence in a flood of tears-- 
and she was interred the Sunday folbWrng, in thei 
same grave near herimother. i , , ,., ;.,* 

■ F^ Anna, her father's once comfit andjoy' '''^'^ ''^^'^^^ 
^ Was courted by many a Swain' : I, '^\ ' ..^tih^ 

.,.j.,qonten!;ment's felicity never can cloy- 'f 

■ Sh« would not f9r wealth that contentment destrnv ' '^'^^ 

AU If ^m},re,efite4^?h ;,^d with, diadah" "''"'fSyf ^j,|, '.,, 






immmwmm A^ti- ■the -his©. tj 

■:jft"r!0ii>l^ue:ffliaiaSfecti6h'b''e? feve-aia'^i^evaili-- ^"pi^i*hT v,} no 
-ri'-Vfi 48^:'» iowsh^psefeitld fhe.jwfflet C^t.of the V.ale/„„ „ 
C ■• ',-■'■■' - ' ' C-'f I- l> uO 

H •(0,tr-i-TheiWrd'*f.the'm!Mi6ir-reso{v*dito 'ensnare i 'o' n^itnnrxif 
k. >.' .rPi'^ P'^''"', deck'din;Nature's gay latm i ,;'" ^^"'?> 
(t. i , The daVi as lie watch'd round thfe-cdltagewitli~eate-''"^^>SS^'i 

Andboreberaiiifay in hisariiis. -^ ■■■■'' a Juiufi 

■iUifi PerfatherdesfertedihetlofsiadbewaiL,, nnr >;-)->'Mf'>n 
. ,A ^"^nd sorrowing left the dear.Cot of the Vate.r.'. 

h /,.! i).>;;f.,. p. ;/■>!: .'-'.::-, ,:; ; . ■ rii')n ai VHmy>ip3 

5fe[BYV;I>^P«nn«toJn^iierihesaBk|onth^ l>4v/oijiw 

And call'd on her name as he fell . ■ " '-''-i^' J 'J w uuivf 
J BSSfriAad now, see, dishes^eil'd, she ehteirs thecas^id^ tolilfaile 
'4rt «•-•', §W?l'?.*'"^^^.''°'^^>,^^ssign'd to her lot, , , 

'43 .'"^^ tribute of p^itence nought can avail, ,' ., : I .,,.,',„ a ,.q 
, ■i'ol- they lie ill one grave near fhe Cot of the Vall^a"^^ '^P 

;■; A •gve8t-<;hange;ensue8-,alw4iys-i iwhenever. \ dmth 
enters a > family. , U this: : mourrifui interval, the 
greate^^; teonfefort these three youiigifolksirecs^lyi^d* 
was^fem the-;frequent visits of Mr. Elton's brother, 
a.<^lej'gymasi-residiBg:iri;,St,:Augustiu's, in Bristol. 
He was; reputed, to be a man, of sQ-ntiHch -JeanjiBg 
and yirt'ue? -that lihe, , de<;eased- • --by -, . ,his, - -.will recomt 
merided his childrera * to his care and , protection j 
not 1 even: forgettiag; ; .-Rebecca,- , to- iwhoKi -, hfi hh ■■. fa 
handsome, legacyj;eongideringhis:; own rqWdrerf* 
inherit;a^lce.^ --.j !:!:^is, ..i-., -usn^ r- sv^.--^ *. ->.•-.. - 
: iJlebecpaj whoJiad so long^^beeir in thei family^ 
feltiequally w^ She brother, .and; ^ste^.the lose: Of 
two good parents. Attach ments formed in : youth 
at;pa^ifcyt Of yeargj.-are -often! very., lasting^-.. The 
man^et.iBL which : Mrs. Elton brought up f rarities, 
added to heriiatura! ttirn of ;hiind, deteriMiBed iher 
to, a jreligi^us Jif(^;;- mA ,a reforiaed convent of nvmu 
Tm% viw^j^ distant )ffrom Bristol, -happening; aijstjiat 
tim;e $0 lo^e thei|)rincipal, the. Abbot .of St.AugUB- 
tin, perceiving her feed in hersehemeof Jife, pror* 
cured. her to be. named the. principal lady of il^ 
The-sepamtion of Frances from her ibpotheir^u w4s 
not so severely: felt as by Rebecca,' who would,' on 
th;is ocCBsjon^ most: willingly liaTe taken the .veil 
also:;" and it was-rw^ith great difficultyr that she waa 
dissuaded ft=oiBatha|tp}jirpQse ; nor w^s ehe prevailed 
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on to relinquisli: entirely her intention of entering 
on a relfgioas life, till yburig Elton hM used every 
argument in his :poweF, in supporting his sister's 
reason8j,th©iiri^njdip|fl# wMch T^^ want of 

sufficient fortune to assist herself in such a situation, 
Rebecca and young Elton resided for sonie time 
together in her father's house, accoinpanied by a 
widowed auntj Ms father's sister, who, at intervals, 
attended them on their visits to sister Frances; 
and at proper tiines, to the it-everend clergyman of 
St. Augustin's. In one of thieve visits to Mr, El- 
ton's uncle, the abbot, Rebecca became acquainted 
with Robert Berry, -between whose; father anid the 
abbot there had long subsisted - a fii'm ind indis- 
sblabte frieiidship. He was of good birth, bat 
^mall forturie, bife father's estate having 'greatly 
^aiered in liie confusion ofi«}iose tutbnlent tlniesj 
fBeny Had not yet passed the prime of life ; Ms 
figwe was Such as became a soldier well; and his 
understanding had been cultivatied as niiich fe 
the fashion of those times * allowed to a persOn 
of Efiiddling descent. Jie was now on 'his 
return from a short expedition into Franeej and 
had stopped at Bristol, to pay Ms = respects tot the 
Abbot, who had been so long and irm afriejftd to 
his fifither.' \ m: 

Berry had many friends ; and gome of the prim'ft 
nobility: WQuM not h&ve blushed to have added his 
military honours- to th&se of their house. After 
many repeated ■visits to Mr. Elton, he foiind him- 
self enamoured of his -fair companion; and had She 
satisfaction to perceive that hia attention to her 
was not thrown away. Having reason to think he 
had made a favourable impression on Rebeccai he 
did not long hesitate to propose himself to her as 
one who would be happy to pass his life in the 
society of so engaging a w6man. His oifer was 
not less pleasing to her than it was to her friend, 
Elton's unde, and :to: Frances, th^ latter of lybom 
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agreed to give Up to heiv the right in the pM'er- 
nal cottage of her family, where' it; was proposed 
they should reside. ! 

Every thing was prepared for their settlenJetfti 
ted their nuptials were celebrated at the old mon- 
astery. Nothing could Wear a fairer face Of pros- 
perity than this union did till his duty called him 
to arms, to quell an insurrection in the west, 
tehen the unfortunate James, Duke of Monmouth, 
attempted to seize his uncle's crown. The parties 
inetj and had a fatal engagement together, when 
the King's troops completely routed the rebels; 
^dgh not without tiie loss of many valuable 
officera and men; and among others, Captain 
Berry fell wounded in his breast, with a broken 
tbig-h, occasioned by his horse being killed under 
hib. The rebels lost five times the number ; they 
having but few horSe, was the cause of this disad- 
vantage, ' 'Xij in '..'■■■ 

A fever ensufed in consequence of Berry's 
wounds, and he found himself dying. But a little 
before he expired, he desired pen and ink to be 
brought him, when he made his will, by which he 
left a small estate he possessed in Leicester to his 
wife; and after a few other memorandums, he 
inclosed it in a letter to the uncle of Mr. Elton in 
Bristol, conjuring him to unfold it with caution 
and tenderness to his dear wife, in such a manner 
as to shock her as little as possible ; and charged 
hinii in particular, to tell her, that his last thoughts 
were on herself ; and his only sigh on leaving the 
world, was for being separated from her whose 
tirtues so embellished it. 'i^J iLWDirii mi -JSJJa 

• The pious old man, when he operied the leffeiv 
dropped a tear of affection over the paper ; and 
journeying to Bristol with a sorrowful heart for the 
death of his friend's son, presented himself to Re- 
becca with such a countenance, as scarcely needed 
a tongue to tell his melancholy errand. Young 
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Elt*^; also jojned with hiin .|n the- iwournfal occasion, 
and bpth poi|red; tlie,|ia|n),t!f; friendship over; the 
woes of the gallant soldier's widowi ;jCh6 good 
JB^n spared aOftte of that igho§lil)f,e<>mfdit which a 
Christian would oft'er oh such . au oeeasion ; and 
Rebi^cca giving way to. the first ti:aBsports of grief, 
assumqd; a fortitude and resignation which her piety 
alone could iospire,- , Thoiigh; the emotions of 
nature iiaust subside before the . soothing voice of 
reasott catt be heard, as 'soon. as her miad was more 
settled and fortified, she communicated her final 
resolution to her friend, Abbess Frances^ 

After an infinite dea,l of persuasion and advice 
to sooth her: melancholy, the Abbess found the 
young: widos^, her friend, still more determined A 
her resolution to enter into a, religious life ; and 'as 
soon as her affairs were properly aldjuatedj and she 
had claimed her husband's estate in the city of 
Leicester, she took up her abode in the convent of 
which hei': friend Frances was Abbess. ; 
, Uebecca found in religion the only consolation 
for her past inisfortunes. The^e two fiiends, after 
a while enjoyed all the solid .pleasure which can 
alone?; arise fi-om sincere friendship; and , as the 
effects ,of benievolent dispositious operate on- all 
^coui^d,; th^irs!, served to conpnunicate happiness 
to all the sisterhood. :• . .;[.: ' ! 

Thus these fi-iends lived iu the. utrnqst harmony 
near ten years, during which !tim€!;Mrv Elton went 
abroa(l,^ where he succeeded ;very 'wtell in the Tur-. 
key trade, a branch of business , at thatvti'rae very 
flourishing' in, the hainds of ,tbe; English, Soon 
after his return, the Abbess;;was seized ; with au 
alarming; fever, the .effects of which , hung so long 
upon her, and had such an operation on her mindj, 
that it was !not thought possible ;ahe could ever ve^ 
cover..; Rebecca Berry was constantly, with her;; 
and Mr. , Elton paid them ,the utmost attention ; an<i 
when the srreatest dansrer was thought to be over,; 
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the physician advised her ,to ti^el for.: th^ benefit 
of the air, and particularly to the sea^aide, ,wbej» 
she was ordered to bathe during the,sumroer months. 
It has not, I believe, been, obser^fed before, but 
should , be now, that the personages ve are relating 
^bout, were not absolutely Catholic.B:i. but mysfec 
Protestants, whose mamier yet approached SOUiM?. 
what nearer to the church of Rome, in the (■xrcum- 
stance of having religijJiiS;,fist^yish?(>entS:: called 
Protestant nunneries. ;. -io tno sJiifp niodj fnod fi9« 
Thither to one of these, of tha ov4m of the:. Vii:^ 
gin, these friends made their way. It was situated 
at a little port on the.Isle of Xhanet, called Brad- 
stowe, near Broadstairs, and which had been m 
such great repute for the sanctity of its professors 
before the reformation, ;that pilgrims had visited it 
from, far ; and ships are reported to have constantly 
lowered their topsails to salute it. The feast ^of 
the invention of the holy cross,; which wae tto 
third (lay of May, being to be celebrated there with 
great solemnity, determined Frances to be present 
on the occasion, and return, the Almighty thwks 

for her recovery. ; . ?" 

Rebecca obtained permission to accompany her 

friend on this journey of devotion and recovery: 

and the roads being little frequented at that time 

10 what they are now, they put themselves with 

two attendants on board a passage vessel ; but had 

not been at sea above four hours,, before a violent 

storrp arose. Every one whp is the least versed 

in'navigation, or .acquainted with this coast quite; 

round to the north, knows how difficult it Is to sail, 

there. in stormy, weather. ,; ';: ■• ■ . , ' 

i,i They soon found it impracticable, to pursue their; 

course 'with any certainty of direction ; "all night,. 

and part of the next day, they kept working the 

vessel up to the intended point, when, all of a sud^ 

den, the mast broke short to the deck; and about 

anhourafter the rudder parted from the stern, 
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leaving the boat still more at the mercy; of the 
waves. In this forlofn situktion they beat about 
two daya more, the wind being too strong to allow 
them to make one tack towards any port. At last 
the thick fog clearing up just before night, they 
were enabled to make the port of Whitby, iii York- 
shire ; but their endeavour to reach the shore was 
soon frustrated, by the storm dtinng from it ; and 
their sails being all shattered, a sudden swell of the 
sea bore them quite out of the port, and struck the 
vessel on a sand-bank that lieS a little out of the 
harbour. :.^^" ™ H^^«f ^^'-^■'^■'" ''T"V; •'';5 

The surprise arid' coiifusion'mt m^iit' ftyttfrMlf 
rush into the minds of people who are on the 
perilous point of being wrecked, can only be felt 
by those who have stood in that dreadful situation. 
Each one recommended himself to god, and to his 
salvation, whilst the sailors hoisted out their long- 
boat as precipitately as they could ; and that which 
most agitated the thoughts of Frances and Rebecca, 
was the mutual preservation of each other. 

Scarcely was the boat on the surface of the waves, 
when every one was eager to rush into it ; for it' 
was certain the vessel must bulge in a few hoUi-s ; 
and to add to their distress, night was coming on. 
The captain, almost by force, dragged the Lady 
Abbess and Rebecca from the cabin, where they 
were joining in fervent prayer ; and scarce had he 
helped the -first, half dead as she was, down the 
side of the ship, when those' already in the boat, 
finding they must all perish if more got in, pushed 
off instaiitiy, and rowed towards the shore. The 
only faint hope which now remained to those on 
board, was, that the vessel might possibly hold 
together till some assistance could be obtained from 
the shore; which they still flattered themselves 
would come, in case the boat reached the land; 
which it providently did, though with the utmost 
difficulty. But it was four hours after the arn- 



FISH AND THE RING. 



17 



val of the boat, before any one durst venture out ; 
when tte storm abating with the departure of the 
tide, and the day being near dawning, a large boat 
put off to the wreck: when those who went to 
assist got to it,, they found all the people on, board 
liefuged in different places beneath the deck,,gj;e^' 
part of which was broken away. 

Rebecca had remained in the cabin, on one side 
of which she stood while the other wa«i waslied 
away, and the place more than half filled with 
water. She was almost exhausted by the terrors 
and hardships she had sustained, yet life seemed 
to renew its functions in her countenance, onhpjv 
ing of the preservation of her friend Frances.^^^fr^ji 

As soon as they had brought her on shore, she 
was supported by several women, and conducted 
to the house where the good Abbess was. Frances, 
transported at the first sight of her friend, ran out 
to meet her, who, the moment she approached, 
made an effort to spring forward to her, but sunk 
down, overpowered, in the arms of the people that 
had brought her. Frances clasped her hand, and 
in her eager joy would have uttered something, 
but could only faintly pronounce her name, and 
fell at her feet in a swoon. She received every 
assistance that could be procured ; but she was so 
reduced, her strength and spirits were so exhausted, 
that all her attendants gave her up for dead. ,.,. 

Frances, tliough still sinking from the shock an4 
agitation of the preceding night, forgot, in her at- 
tention to her friend, her own sufferings. Sho 
often accused hei self as, the fatal cause of all that 
had befallen her, by; suffering her attendance in 
this expedition. Rebecca chid herfor thinking so, 
declaring it was the will of heaven, to which she 
patiently submitted. " We did not come into % 
world together," she would often say; ''we can- 
not expect we are destined to die together ; yet 
1 rejoice that life is the gift of God to us this day, 
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a^' mucH'as <)n bur birth-daysj when we carne first 
into the world." With such reasons this good 
yoiing Woman soothed her friend's disasters ; an d 
iri a few days they were both fit to pursue their 
ioiirney, which they now planned to be to Yoirli', 
to see the Minster, and converse with', their Mends 

that abode in that ancient city. : . ; ■ ; 

In their way thither, they called at manygeiitle- 
rnen's hoiises, which at that time was the hbspitaMe 
inode of travelling. At one of these, Sir Williatii 
Widdnn<jton's, where they y^Ve most nobly en- 
tertained, was Sir John Tempest, the cruel Kniglfi 
first mentioiied at the beginning of this hi^toi^;^^;. 
Rebecca Was now most fearfully confounded at toe 
sight of bim ; and he was not a little siirprised at 
finding her'iti suth company ; a\id so iTiuch im- 
proved since he saw her last, that he began to think 
on his former liarshness ; and actually, after a fe\v 
days observance, made fair overtures to her : all 
which she refused, vvith apparent scorii and disdaitf. 
Things remained iu this manner uiltil they r^r 
turned from their visit to the Minster, when tb& 
Knight became ao earnest in his suit to Ilebecca, 
that notwithstanding the disparity of their years, 
and the recollection of his foi-mer ill usage, of which 
she remembered the last instance amongst the St. 
Vincent's Hocks, she consented to become his 
wife, upon certain covenants and conditions,, to 
which he rerdily subscribed; declaring still the 
stars would have it so, and n'otv.'he saw thiit'She 
(Was born to good fortune. ; ' "' «-- ■ 

• Nothing could exceed.; the harmony^'^liW^ Ji^tfiJ 
Understanding thai, prevailed between Sir John ai^d 
•Rebecca. Previous to his marriagfe, he visitetl bis 
esitates in Northumberland. Upon his rettirn, he 
raised' a reversionary life interest for his intended 
wife, in case he should have no heirs ; for on this 
subject the favourite stars were not qiiite explicit. 
It was during Kis "abseiice bix this busiiiess, that 
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feHbectia.bne day^ having a fine large cod for din- 
ner, ott dpeniitgthe belly (if it, out dropped the 

VERY AND IDENTICAL GOLD RING which 

had been thrown into the sSa by Sir John, a8r,re| 
-lat-ed in the former part of this history. ' ;,' 

''Herastomshment and surprise upon this oce^^^ 
■was so great, that she fainted away, knd "did liot 
recover herself rightly the whole day. ' It inay' be 
Veil said, '' thfe ways of Providence ate iaiysteridiis, 
and past lindmg out. ■ qr ,,r.^. t Ji* 

•'■ ^ir John,, on his ,ret^rli]''T^k'ama2Je'd:at- this cuv 
cumstance:, as' liia^ be supposed ;Vand thisarcident 
'considerably hastened their nuptials, which were 
performed with the same identical ri,ng that had 
lam m the sea su long a tmie: , ^^ ^ . _ . , ,°^-,^ 

The Lady 'I^'rances assisted 'y tHis' wetfdiii'g ; 
after which she retired to her sisterhood, fully con- 
vinced, that marriages are made in heaveri before 
tliey are consummated on the earth. 
\ Sir John and his lady lived as pea:ceably and 
comfortable as could be expected from an union 
formed between parties of disparity of years, but 
whose judgment was tod wise id differ about trifles. 
In short, Sir Johti was not very Across, and Rebecca 
was affectionate. ,TM Lancashire Knight, Sir 
Jdhii's brother, died about this time, and left his 
sister-in-law' a small estate, near Bow, in Esse^'. 
The grief his demise occasioned, hastened Sir Joliu 
off the stage ; for, towards his latter end, his "l^-- 
haviour to his relations began to trouhlfe him much-; 
and so it is the tfase with itiany when the time is 
past, and there is nb recall. He survived his 
brother but a few months, wheri he' changed this^ 
fife, for aiioffieri 'leaving a wife not yet past her 
|)rijne, arid unincumbered vvitli a family. , J ,^.-1', 
" 'By his death she inherited a corisiderabre |^r6- 
jicfty iri' land and ready money, ' She did; pot On 
this oc'ca4iori give herself entirely up to grief, brit 
remained firm as a ceritiriel updri post. Resignation 
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to' the will of God 8}i.e, entirely suli_in,ittec| .Ip,., ajvd 
in this she was comforted and supp^rt^^d b^ hi'-r 
friend Frances. ' ; / 

This event was another incentive for retirewienj^ 
Rebecca had long considered the world as too 
changeable to forrii any ae\ttlement in it, and which 
every one on such occasion must inevitably feel. 
But when time and reHection had somewhat cahnqil 
the perturbation of her mind, she went to reside 
upon her estate at Bow, where ^he was visited by 
the Lady Frances, and her brother, Mr. Elton, who 
began to think Rebecca had chapms that he had 
never discovered before j in fact, the youthful 
effervesence of his blood was over, and he liad 
long looked for an equal match to settle -ivith, and 
his estate was lai-ge, and uniti cumbered. 

The preliminaries of this agreement were not 
long arranging, and Rebecca went a thir<l time to 
the altar, to be joined at last to the best friend, and 
the son of the only one she had ever known, when 
her innocence was at stake under the choleiic 
disposition of an austere and infatuated man. 

Mr. Thomas Elton had been a Turkey merchant, 
a very profitable branch of commerce at that tim,(Vj'; 
but a little before his marriage, he retired with a 
good sufficiency, enough to make life comfortable. 
Her fortun& being also very considerable by the 
accession of her late husband's, she, according to 
the custom of women left dowers, retained tht! 
name of Berry, upon whicb was hitched the p/^Sr 
session of her Leicestershire estate. 

Her friend Frances visited her once more, about 
eleven years after she was settled at Bow, where 
being taken ill, she died, and was hurried in a 
vault in Stepney Chm-eh Yard, where some time 
after she followed herself ; so tliat one grave con- 
tained their remains, who in life had but one heart. 
Mr. Elton survived hijs wife but a short time ; and 
after his deatlij j^ mc^wienj^^jx^^. M^fi^uairBPIT 
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petuate the memory of the, Fish and the Ring, 
on the east side of the church. It is a plain tablet, 
on which is inscribed, 

HERE LYETH INTERRED 

THE BODY OF DAME REBECCA BERRY, 

THE WIFE OF THOMAS ELTON, OF STRATFORD 

LE BOW, GENT. 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE, APRIL 26, 1096, 

AGED FIFTY-TWO YEARS. 

Come, ladies, you that would appear 

Like angels fair, come, dress you here; 

Come, dress you at this marble stone. 

Ami make tlsat humble grace your own, 
•1 -aith' Which once adorn'd as fair a mind 
ju »Bi(. As e'er lodged in womankind : 

So she was, dress'd, w.hose humble life . , 

■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ Was free from pride, was free from strife, 

Free from all envious brawls and jar?, ',....,, ^^j ,,•..,.; ^■^■: 
'■"■' Of human life the eiviV wars; ■■' ■" -'■'■ 

Thes? ne'er disturb'd her peaceful mind, 
-'!i.10?-;- Which still was gentle, still was kiud.-f.'f •»»«' Wr .lfl-.^■ 
Her very looks, her garh, her mien. . . -^^r' 

Diselos'd the humble soul within, -f; hn*i mmW !»«. 

Trace her thro' ev'ry scene of life, 
{, "View her as widow, virgin, wife, 
' Still the same humble she appears. 

The same in youth, the same in years ; 

The same in lovr, in high estate ; 

Ne'er vex'd with this, ne'er mov'd \?ith,that.. ,. ;, 

Go, ladies, now, and if you'd be ■''■ •»*'","' -'" 

As fair, as great, as good as she, , . 

Go, learn afheiiiiuniility. ■ 

To conclude this short and true account of one 
of the most singular incidents that ever, perhaps 
occurred in, the annals of human history, one thing 
is remarkable, and must eonvince the world, more 
than huge volumes of divinity, that a resignation 
to the ways of Providence is not inconsistent with 
temporal pursuits, and that when united, they be- 
come the unfailiM sources of private and public 
felicity. 
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iS .\yzm anT auA hbiu aitT 

THE AWFtIL MOMENT:.,,, 

,^ : ..V-ffJ 8THT «3Tfl>;«I?KI OttV? 

■ ,, , ', ■;.. ^ .■''■'■' ■'■■y^,ti-& o'AiS 
■, . • n 1 ,')iHO'.'! 

I SAILED from New Orleans in the fcegtiimng of 
February, in a small schooner, bouiid for New York, 
we descended the river without any accident, and 
went to sea with a fine breeze. We had favour- 
able winds and good weather for the first five days ; 
on the morning of the sixth it began to cloud up ; 
as the day wore away the glopm, increased ; and 
when the night set iii, it was as intensely dark as 
I ever remember to have seen iii' : OPhe' novelty 
and interest of my situation prevented; , me, ftom 
turning in. The iScene;. was awfully grand ; the 
rolling of the thunder cowld just be distinguished 
above the roaring of the waves, and the vivid flash- 
es of lightning dispersed; for a^ moment tb<^, gloom, 
and showed thie raging 'waters; ^round uSJ< ■ tt ' c'Mi-' 
tinned- walking thie ' deck with'- th#*'iS^fiiii, ' whi^'. 
was relating to me some of the many dangers and 
difficulties that a life of thirty years on the ocean 
had subjected him to. He had been thrice ship- 
wrecked, and twice captured by the enemy in the 
late war with England, He was a good seaman, 



and had all the; virtttes attd vices of a; sailor.;' Wii 
continued on deck some time ; the wind waeJ in^; 
created to a, gale. > The vmves i*an liiountains hBghVi 
and. our little vessel: danced over them in fine styles- 
whto; aecideistalBy casting = jay eyeho verier side, h 
thought II perceived somethingi dark moving in the? 
water,; I peinjed it oul to the eaptain, who no- 
sooner mw.: itf than with an exclamation of terror 
and despair he cried, ' We are ail losf, and sprung i 
toJihe bitijia.cl!ej0irMs;tfuiliipQt* -Jisaw. ustV;anI in^. 
staijt : ojlr I danger '; it- rwas .a' ilaig? ship; .bearing fiill , 
upen TOi.; i'lknew if shestrwek us pui* destruction, 
was ine^itableii iShe would pass': over- us-- in a.;- mo-.? 
D^entii, the people on her deck would:; be scarce': 
sensible o£ the .event, and' we shiouldi : be buried in; > 
thg !j?fi^^il without the le&sti ;possibility of reltef^J 
The captain twice raised his trumpet to hail her, 
but fright and despair made him mute. I snatched 
it from him, and in a vMce i-findered supernaturaly 
loud by the danger of my situation, and which 
was heard even above the roaring' of the waves, I 
hailed her with ' Starhmrd your helmJ In an 
instant after I heardl the officer of the deck, in a 
voice scarcely less loud than mine, pass the word 
of ^Hard a Starboard/ In another moment she 
passed us with the velocity of lightning, her huge 
bulk and lofty sails casting a still deeper gloom 
over the deck of our little vessel. She rolled in 
the chasm occasioned by the passing of the vast 
body so nigh her, aad nearly upset. I sunk on the 
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